
 

 

 
 

For cleaner beaches and a healthier planet, join the Marine Conservation 
Society’s Great British Beach Clean 

PRESS RELEASE, EMBARGOED UNTIL 00:01, 18TH JULY 2022  

 

The Marine Conservation Society’s annual Great British Beach Clean is back, running from 16th 
- 25th September 2022.  

The charity is calling for volunteers across the UK to join them at the coast for a week of 
beach cleaning and litter surveying.  

The Great British Beach Clean, sponsored by Ireland’s number one soup brand, Cully & Sully, is 
more than just a clean up. Every year volunteers make note of the litter they collect, sharing 
the data with the Marine Conservation Society’s experts. The charity has used data collected 
to campaign for carrier bag charges, single-use plastic bans and deposit return schemes. 

http://www.mcsuk.org/
https://www.mcsuk.org/what-you-can-do/join-a-beach-clean/great-british-beach-clean/great-british-beach-clean-2021-results/


Last year, volunteers collected over 5 tonnes of litter, with an average of 3.85 items found for 
every metre of beach surveyed across the UK.  

Clare Trotman, Beachwatch Officer at the Marine Conservation Society, said: “We wouldn’t 
be able to do the work we do at the Marine Conservation Society without the support of our 
volunteers heading out to the coast to collect vital information on what’s polluting our seas.  

“With beach cleans happening across the UK, from remote beaches to busy seaside resorts, 
there’s so many ways to get involved and support us this year. If you can’t make it to the 
beach, you can still take part by doing a local litter pick and survey where you live.”  

At last year’s Great British Beach Clean, 75% of all litter collected was made from plastic and 
polystyrene.  

From production to disposal, plastic has a direct impact on the ocean’s capacity to combat 
the climate crisis. Manufacturing plastic contributes to greenhouse gas emissions. Most 
plastic is produced using fossil fuels, meaning more plastic production results in increased 
carbon emissions. Plastic is also entering the food chain, from tiny phytoplankton to ocean 
giants, like whales.  

Dr Laura Foster, Head of Clean Seas at the Marine Conservation Society, said: “Pollution, 
whether it’s big, small or even invisible, is having a hugely negative impact on our ocean and 
all those who rely on it – including us. Tiny microplastics are being eaten by plankton at the 
very foundation of ocean ecosystems, animals big and small are being tangled in plastic 
packaging, turtles are mistaking it for food, and chemical pollution is changing the ocean’s 
chemistry.  

“All of this is an alarming picture of the state of our seas, but each and every volunteer who 
joins the Great British Beach Clean helps us research the scale of pollution in the UK. This 
research is vital to stop pollution at source, and we know it works. Cleaner beaches will 
support a healthy ocean, and a healthy planet.” 

Cullen Allen (Aka Cully) from Cully & Sully said: “We’re delighted to be part of the Great 
British Beach Clean 2022. We’ve supported beach cleans in Ireland for the past 4 years and 
are excited about extending our commitments to the Great British Beach Clean. We’re excited 
to take part and get started, and of course spread the word on the importance of keeping our 
beaches and public spaces clean”.  

Join the Marine Conservation Society’s Great British Beach Clean as an organiser, or 
volunteer, this year. Sign up via the charity’s website: www.mcsuk.org/greatbritishbeachclean. 

-Ends- 

 Images 

Please find a selection of high-res images linked in this Dropbox folder.  

http://www.mcsuk.org/greatbritishbeachclean
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/uqj08gin56wwq5b40v3p5/h?dl=0&rlkey=1mxejmgu8rhhksgfijucr4vo6


Press Contact  

Victoria Riglen, Media Relations Manager (victoria.riglen@mcsuk.org / 07421 994816)   

Notes to Editors 

The Marine Conservation Society campaigns for clean seas and beaches, sustainable fisheries, and 
protection of marine life. Through education, community involvement and collaboration, the charity 
raises awareness of the many threats that face our seas and promotes individual, industry and 
government action to protect the marine environment. The Marine Conservation Society provides 
information and guidance on many aspects of marine conservation and produces the Good Fish Guide 
as well as involving thousands of volunteers in projects and surveys such as Beachwatch. The charity 
has run a dedicated Scotland programme from its Edinburgh office, established in April 2000. 
www.mcsuk.org    

Cully & Sully are Irelands No 1 fresh and natural soup brand, passionate about good ingredients, food 
education and the environment and a proud BCorp company check out www.cullyandsully.com for 
more details.  
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