
Why is data important?
By gathering data, your group will be taking part in one of the UK’s 
largest citizen science projects – they’ll actually BE scientists! MCS’ 
Beachwatch programme has been running for 25 years and the data 
is used to identify sources of litter, which enables MCS to work with 
manufacturers, retailers, Governments and the public to find ways to 
reduce litter. Beachwatch data was used, for example, to provide 
evidence for the need for the carrier bag charges across the UK. Our 
data is also used by other organisations, so it’s a really good 
opportunity for young people to really make a difference.

Collecting Data
The beach clean involves working in small groups to collect and 
survey each piece of litter found over a 100m section. Mark out the 
100m section of the beach  within the strandline (the high tide mark –
generally seen by a collection of seaweed left on the shore).  You 
should record all items found – no matter how big or small - along 
the 100 metres and also width ways from the strandline to the back of 
the beach. Data collected should be emailed to 
education@mcsuk.org we will then add to our national schools 
Beachwatch data set. 

Equipment needed 
• Gloves – for students and adults and hand sanitiser 
• 1 litter picker per group of 5/6  
• 1x reusable bag per group 
• 1x clipboard, survey form and pencil per group 
• First Aid kit 
• Sharps box or tupperware container for sharps 
• Markers for start and finish 
• Risk assessment - use our generic beach risk assessment as a 

guideline to create a risk assessment for your local beach. Make 
sure you add in additional local risks

• Waterproofs/ Sun cream and hand sanitiser 
• Bin Bags for decanting / weighing litter

Setting up the beach clean  
1. Locate the 100m survey area and mark out the section. 
2. Check for sharps or other nasties as you go. 
3. Risk assess the survey area and make any necessary changes 

on the risk assessment and notify any other staff/helpers. 
4. Hand kit out to groups. 
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Beach clean briefing 
1. Point out the survey area.
2. Emphasise that everyone should stay with their groups, within the 

survey area. 
3. Explain that the aim is to collect and survey every piece of litter in 

that section but they mustn't touch anything that looks like it 
might be dangerous, nasty, heavy or partly buried. 

4. Stress that you are only collecting man-made items, not natural 
bits, like seaweed or driftwood twigs.

5. Explain that sharp items must not go in bin bags as they can rip 
the bags and hurt people. Glass and other sharp pieces should 
go in designated box. 

6. Point out any other hazards you have identified in your risk 
assessment.

7. Get everyone to look at the survey form. Remind your group that 
it is split into the different materials, and the categories are listed 
alphabetically. So find the item, work out the materialit's mostly 
made from, think about what it used to be and then read down 
the list and record it as a tally. If there isn't a section, add it under 
other and record what the item is.

8. Point out the section for plastic pieces, as you're likely to find lots 
of those, as well as some slightly trickier items to identify: cotton 
bud sticks look like lolly stick, lolly sticks but have notches at the 
end; string and fishing net can be mixed up - fishing net is green.

9. Choose a few items to practice where they would be recorded.
10. Remind your group that the surveying is really important as the 

data is used to find out where the litter comes from and try to 
stop it getting there in the first place.

11. Set them the challenge of collecting and surveying EVERY piece 
of litter over the 100m section. Stress that the little bits are just as 
dangerous for our ecosystem as the big bits.

12. Get adults to help their group get kitted up.  Make sure that 
everyone, adults included, has gloves on. 

13. Be sure that each group has an adult supervising and remind 
adults that they are responsible for their group at all times. 

Doing the beach clean and litter survey 
If your group is more than 30, it's worth starting some groups at one 
end of the 100m section and the other group at the other and 
meeting in the middle. Get groups to spread out across the survey 
width and work towards each other – a bit like a police forensics 
team! 
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Covid 19
With the coronavirus outbreak please make sure you keep to any 
current social distancing guidelines. You must all be wearing strong 
sturdy gloves, remember to not touch your face during the clean and 
don’t forget to wash your hands with soap for 20 seconds after the 
clean or use a hand sanitizer until you can get to soap and water.

After the survey 
1. Get each group to add up totals in the end column of their forms 
2. Gather all the litter together into one bag and weigh it. Share the 

total weight of litter you collected and celebrate this with your 
group – every piece collected is a piece less damaging our ocean. 

3. Take a photo of your group and share it on Twitter or Facebook 
@mcsuk #GreatBritishBeachClean if you can, or email it to 
education@mcsuk.org

4. Leave the litter in the place agreed with the council for collection. 

After your beach clean allow time for students to explore 
the beach, relax and have fun. 

Sharing data 
Once back at school don’t forget to email us a copy of your survey 
sheets to education@mcsuk.org. Scans or clear photographs is fine. 
We will then upload this to our national schools beachwatch 
database.
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School Beach Clean – Example Risk Assessment 
IMPORTANT: this risk assessment has been developed to include the most likely risks associated with the beach environment and the activity of beach cleaning with 

under 18s.  Due to the changing nature of this environment and variations between risks at different locations, you must adapt this document to suit the 
location of your event and your group in advance. Make a note of any additional risks present on the day on a hard copy too. There are blank lines available to add 
risks specific to your event. You must sign to indicate that you have done this and keep a copy of this document.  NEVER place yourself or others in the position of risk. 

Beach name: Risk Assessment checked on day of clean by: 

Risk Assessment completed by: Date Risk Assessment checked: 

   Date of Risk Assessment: I confirm the Risk Assessment is accurate and has been updated as required.  
Signed:  

Section 1 – Identify who might be at risk (please circle) 

Staff Volunteers Teachers/Group leaders Young People Parents/Helpers 
Members of the public Other (please state) 

Section 2 – Identify who is responsible for applying this risk assessment (please name) 

Teachers/Group leaders Other (please state) 

Section 3 – Identify Hazards 



1 Manual Handling 6 Collecting and surveying Litter 11 Lone working 

2 Transmission of coronavirus (Covid-19) 7 Additional activities 12 Fire hazards & flammable material 

3 Electronic Equipment 8 Lost child 13 Violence to staff/ verbal assault 

4 Environmental and Geographic 9 First aid required 14 Child protection 

5 Extreme weather 1
0 Overcrowding 15 Other 

Section 4 – Risk Controls 

Hazard 
No. Description of Hazard Measures to manage the risk effectively 

Is the likelihood of the 
hazard causing injury 

removed or sufficiently 
reduced? 

1 Lifting and carrying 
heavy items of 
equipment 

Ensure all event kit is packed in boxes less than 15kg. Follow manual handling advice to pick up kit 
boxes (bend from knees, back straight). Make multiple trips. Use trolley and unload/reload kit as 
near to beach location as possible. If necessary, use 2 people for heavier items, like the gazebo. 

Yes 

2 Transmission of 
coronavirus (Covid-19) 

Ensure participants follow any current social distancing guidelines and protocols for your location. 
Any litter picking equipment should be cleaned before and after use with a household disinfectant. 
During the health and safety briefing, participants must be reminded not to touch their face during 
the clean and to regularly sanitise their gloves and hands.  
All participants should wash their hands or use an appropriate hand sanitiser for 20 seconds at the 
end of the litter pick. 

Yes 

4 Working with young 
children near to water 

Tide times checked and timing of event planned to ensure the sea will not be too close.  Health and 
safety briefing at the start of the event will advise all participants to keep away from the water.  The 
beach clean area is between the high tide mark and back of the beach so the participants should 
remain far from the water’s edge. Young people will work in small groups under direct supervision 
of teacher/other adult from school/organisation - ratio of adults 1/6 for primary age, 1/10 for 11 
years+ requested by MCS. Warning to stay at strandline away from water during beach clean 
briefing. Provision to contact the Emergency Services will be in place if required.    

Yes 



4 Slippery rocks and 
uneven surfaces 

Prior to the event, all participants will have been advised to wear suitably sturdy footwear. Health 
and safety briefing at the start of the event will highlight any slippery and/or uneven surfaces 
present at the beach and groups will be advised to avoid them. A First Aid kit will be available to 
help treat injuries if they occur. Provision to contact the Emergency Services will be in place if 
required.      

Yes 

4 Soft sand and mud Ideally location will have been chosen to avoid beaches which have soft sand and mud. Health and 
safety briefing at the start of the event will highlight any areas of soft sand/mud present at the 
beach and participants will be advised to keep clear of such areas.  The beach leader must monitor 
throughout the event to ensure patricipants keep clear of the soft areas.  A First Aid kit will be 
provided to help treat injuries if they occur.  Provision to contact the Emergency Services will be in 
place if required.      

Yes 

4 Cliffs/ dunes Ideally beach location will have been chosen to avoid beaches which have unstable cliffs. If present, 
health and safety briefing at the start of the event must highlight the danger of falling rocks from 
cliffs and instruct all participants to leave at least a 5m distance between themselves and the base of 
the cliff. The beach leader to monitor throughout the event to ensure all participants stay away from 
the cliff base.  If sand dunes are present, during the health and safety briefing, participants will be 
advised to stay out of the area as it causes damage to the habitat and due to the undulating nature 
of dunes there is an increased risk of falls and sprains.  A First Aid kit will be provided to help treat 
injuries if they occur. Provision to contact the Emergency Services will be in place if required.      

Yes 

4 Changes in beach level Health and safety briefing at the start of the event will highlight any notable changes in beach levels 
that would heighten the risk of falls/ankle sprains.  The levels may include groynes (with one side 
being higher than the other); pebble shelves; sand banks.   A First Aid kit will be provided to help 
treat injuries if they occur. Provision to contact the Emergency Services will be in place if required.      

Yes 

4 Roads and slipways Access to the beach may include crossing a road; position members of the support team at the 
safest crossing point to assist young people to access the beach safely.  Use a pedestrian crossing if 
available.  During the health and safety briefing, highlight to participants the road hazard.  If vehicles 
are permitted to access the beach, ensure this hazard is highlighted to group and make them aware 
of the areas of the beach where vehicles will be present.  If the beach has a slipway, for recreational 
boat use or lifeboat use, during the health and safety briefing instruct participants to avoid the area 
around the slipway.   A First Aid kit will be provided to help treat injuries if they occur.  Provision to 
contact the Emergency Services will be in place if required.      

Yes 

4 Emergency services 
required but no phone 
reception at location 

Check phone reception on arrival. If beach lead has none, check with other adults. If no one has 
reception, identify the quickest route to a phone – may be a phone box nearby or go into a 
shop/cafe/kiosk and set up in advance just in case. This is an important stage of the risk assessment 
as the ability to contact emergency services is required to mitigate many of the identified risks. 

Yes 



5 Extreme weather Participants advised to wear suitable clothing for the weather/activity (closed, firmed soled shoes, 
warm clothing, raincoat, hat) and to bring sun cream and water. If weather is extreme, event leader 
to make the decision to cancel the event and young people will leave the beach. Further assessment 
on the day of the event to take prevailing weather conditions into account. Monitored by event 
leader. 

Yes 

6 Injury caused by 
collecting sharp or heavy 
litter during beach clean 

Health and safety briefing at the start of the event will highlight the hazard of sharp and/or heavy 
litter items - ‘if in doubt, don’t touch’. Participants will be required to wear gloves and/or use a litter 
picker to handle sharp litter items to avoid cuts. For sharp items that could tear a collecting bag and 
cut lower areas of the body a suitably robust container, such as a bucket, will be provided. All 
participants to wear strong, gardening style gloves at all times. Participants will be reminded not to 
gather piles of litter in one go as they may have hidden sharp items within. Equally heavy and or 
partially buried items should be left. Each group of young people will work under the direct 
supervision of a teacher/group leader/other adult (ratio of 1/6 for under 11s and 1/10 for 11+ 
recommended to schools/groups). A First Aid kit will be provided to help treat injuries if they occur. 
Provision to contact the Emergency Services will be in place if required.      

Yes 

6 Collecting sewage-
related litter items 

Health and safety briefing at the start of the event will highlight the hazard of litter items that have 
been through the sewer system.  All participants required to wear gloves and/or use a litter picking 
device to handle sewage-related litter items to avoid infection.  Young people to wash hands 
thoroughly before eating or drinking during/after the event to further reduce the risk of infection.  
Non-alcohol hand sanitiser to also be available.  Provision to contact the Emergency Services will be 
in place if required.      

Yes 

6 Collecting dog faeces, 
Needles/medical sharps 
waste, dead animals 

Faeces, needles and dead animals should be screened for, surveyed and removed before litter pick 
begins.  Young people advised not to pick up any of these items if they are found. Removal should 
be by a responsible adult who will be required to wear gloves and/or use a litter picker to avoid 
infection. Participants instructed NOT to touch un-bagged faeces.  Participants advised to wash 
hands thoroughly before eating or drinking during/after the event to further reduce the risk of 
infection.  Non-alcohol hand sanitiser will be available for participants should they wish to use it.  
Provision to contact the Emergency Services will be in place if required.      

Yes 

6 Unexploded ordnance Health and safety briefing at the start of the event will highlight the hazard of unexploded 
ordnances (If in doubt, don’t touch!’) and area thoroughly screened before the event. Young people 
advised not to touch and/or approach suspected unexploded ordnance, but to immediately inform 
the event leader.  Event leader to utilise support team to gather all participants together and a move 
to a safe distance away from the unexploded ordnance. Event leader to immediately notify 
Emergency Services and establish a safe cordon around the device. The event to be stopped and 
participants de-briefed and requested to vacate the area.  Provision to contact the Emergency 
Services will be in place if required.      

Yes 



6 Oil/tar/ Chemicals (either 
in or out of a container); 
other possibly hazardous 
materials 

Health and safety briefing at the start of the event will highlight the hazard of oil and/or tar if 
present. Participants requested not to touch oil/tar/chemicals found but to report to event leader; if 
considered appropriate the relevant agency will be informed.  (Agencies = Environment Agency 
(England); Natural Resources Wales; Scottish Environment Protection Agency; Northern Ireland 
Environment Agency).    Provision to contact the Emergency Services will be in place if required.      

Yes 

7 Injury from touching 
shells, other creatures 
and equipment during 
activities 

During additional activities, young people to have clear instructions and guidance. They will work in 
a small group with adult supervision (ratio 1/6 or 1/10 recommended to school/group). Warning not 
to touch any live animals, especially jellyfish. Instruction to take care when taking sand samples to 
reduce risk of sand being flicked into eyes. Hand sanitiser will be available for cleaning hands 
following the activities. 

Yes 

7 Working near water for 
Seashore Safari 

Young people to work in small groups with clear guidance. They must stay together and take care in 
and around rocks. No one should wade into a rock pool and if there is seaweed present, avoid 
walking over the rocks as they become very slippery. An adult will be responsible for each group of 
young people (ratio 1/6 or 1/10 recommended to school/group). A first aid kit is available and 
provision to contact the Emergency Services will be in place if required.      

Yes 

8 Lost child Young people will work in small groups with an allocated adult who should regularly check that all 
group members are present. On report of a missing child, identify when they were last seen and 
where, if possible. If child is still not located after contacting colleagues, a widespread search of the 
beach should be conducted. If they are still not located, the police should be contacted. 
 
 

Yes 

9 Unwell child/first aid 
required 

Clear expectations of behaviour, including the ‘no run rule’ should be given during the briefing and 
monitored to prevent injury. Young people will work in small groups under direct supervision of an 
adult from school/organisation. They must be asked to sit out if they are causing a risk to themselves 
or others. Ensure young people bring any inhalers/epipens required. A first aid kit will be available. 
In the case of sand in the eye, use an eyebath or clean water to rinse the eye. Young people will 
remain under the duty of care of school/group leaders for duration of the event. Provision to contact 
the Emergency Services will be in place if required.      
 

Yes 

10 Overcrowded beach Beach locations chosen to suit numbers and suitability of the location checked with the beach 
owner when permission is sought. As beaches are public spaces, this must be reviewed and 
monitored on the day – weekdays are likely to be less busy than weekends. When setting up the 
survey section and area for any additional activities, advise any members of the public as to the 
activity which is to take place and suggest they relocate for their comfort and safety.  

Yes 



12 Flammable materials – 
gazebo 

Event non-smoking so unlikely to be a problem. Monitor to ensure that no members of the public 
are smoking nearby and causing a risk. 

Yes 

13 Violence/verbal assault 
to staff member 

Ensure that no staff member is working alone at any time. Diffuse any issues diplomatically and if 
there is an escalating situation, take the conversation away from the young people. Call police if 
necessary.  

Yes 

14 Accusation of 
misconduct towards staff 
member 

Ensure that no staff member is working alone at any time. Ensure that no one is alone with a child at 
any time, if absolutely unavoidable, ensure a second child is present at a minimum. 

Yes 

14 Member of the public 
becoming involved with 
the event and near the 
young people 

Monitor event closely and ensure that an adult is the point of contact/discussion with any members 
of the public. Event to be set up as a private event, members of the public can be directed to the 
Beachwatch website to find suitable cleans to get involved with. If the person is causing concern, 
move young people away and if concerns over their behaviour continues, contact the police. 

Yes 

15 Children behaving in an 
unsafe manner. 

Young people remain the duty of care of their teachers/group leader at all times. They should work 
in small groups under the direct supervision of teacher/other adult from school/organisation. 
Staff/Teachers to monitor behaviour and respond accordingly at all times. There will be a ‘no 
running’ rule and clearly defined area for all activities. In the event of inappropriate behaviour, 
school/group staff will be approached. If behaviour is at detriment to others the young person may 
be asked to sit out under school/group supervision. 

Yes 
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