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2009 Results 
 
Number of Reports 
2009 has seen a slight increase in the number of sightings (n=1150) from 2008 
numbers (891), and is approximately half the number of the record high of 2006 
(n=2,273, Figure 1), when promotion of the project was at its height, with a 
dedicated Project Officer in place. The total number of sharks sighted in 2009 
was 2806. 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Number of reports and total number of sharks, per year 1987-2009 
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This yearôs shark to sighting ratio (2.44) is lower than the average from the 
previous 22 years (3.50), indicating slightly smaller shoal sizes reported (Figure 
2). 
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Figure 2.  Annual mean sharks per sighting, 1987-2009 
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Spatial Distribution 
 

        
Figure 3.1  Distribution of 2006 sightings     Figure 3.2  Distribution of 2007 sightings 

 
 

     

Figure 3.3 2008 sightings   Figure 3.4 2009 sightings 
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Sighting hotspots this year have remained mostly in trend with previous years 
(Fig. 3.1-3.4). The biggest reduction in spatial distribution of reports is from the 
Inner Hebrides between Mull and Cape Wrath in 2009. By contrast, Southwest 
England sightings appear more widely dispersed than in 2008, with more records 
coming from south Devon in the area of coast between Plymouth and Start Point. 
 
The 2009 sightings were once again dominated by reports from the Isle of Man 
(74%, n=863), with other óhotspot regionsô much lower in number of sightings: 
Southwest England (18%, n=213) and Scotland (6%, n=67) with the other 
sightings (1%, n=7) coming from the Channel Islands (1), Northern Ireland (4), 
and Ireland (2).  There has been an increasing trend since 2006 of reports from 
the Manx Basking Shark Watch project dominating UK records 
(http://www.manxbaskingsharkwatch.com/). This is because there has been 
success at promotion of the project from a single organization for a relatively 
small community. MCS have been informed by the project staff that there are 
likely to be a number of repeat sightings ï a problem they are attempting to 
remedy by employing constant effort-based watches, in tandem with their public 
sightings scheme.  
 
The Marine Conservation Society has, by contrast, not widey promoted the 
project in the media and in wildlife-interest publications since 2007, when a 
dedicated project officer was last in post. Another contributing factor is that there 
are a number of other basking shark sightings reporting schemes around the UK, 
which although willing to share data, are likely to have caused some confusion 
for marine wildlife watchers. The Marine Conservation Society works with the 
Wildlife Trusts and Shark Trusts as joint Lead Partners on the Biodiversity Action 
Plan for the basking shark, and regularly share data. 
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Figure 4.  Regional distribution of 2008 sightings as percentage of total 2008 

http://www.manxbaskingsharkwatch.com/
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Scotland 
 

         
Figure 5.1. 2008 Scotland sightings          Figure 5.2.  2009 Scotland sightings 

 
Considerable densities of basking sharks were recorded from Arran and The 
Firth of Clyde in both 2008 and 2009 (figures 5.1 and 5.2). Shark sightings from 
the waters of the Inner Hebrides between Mull and Cape Wrath have dropped in 
2009. 2009 was one of the windiest, wettest summers on record in this region, 
which causes sharks to feed slightly below the surface of the sea, and impedes 
visibility at the coast. 
 
Colin Speedie of the Shark Trust has been recording basking sharks for a 
number of years in Scottish waters. He compiled an important report for Scottish 
Natural Heritage in 2009 detailing the locations of persistent basking shark 
hotspots, and recommending local protection measures to be implemented in 
these locations (Fig. 6).  
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Figure 6. Basking shark reports for western Scotland collected by Colin Speedie 

during Wildlife Trust surveys between 2002 and 2006
1
. There is consistently 

a major number of sharks in the area surrounding the Hyskier lighthouse to 
Canna, and in the narrows between Coll and Tiree. There is one further 
hotspot to the east of Barra in the outer Hebrides. 

 
 

                                                 
1
 Speedie CD, Johnson LA and MJ Witt (2009). Basking shark hotspots on the west coast of Scotland: Key sites, threats 

and implications for conservation of the species. SNH commissioned report #339.  
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Southwest England 
      

=  
Figure 7.1.  2008 Southwest sightings      Figure 7.2.  2009 Southwest sightings 

                                                                                                                          

The majority of 2008-2009 Southwest England sightings were reported in 
Cornwall (Figures 7.1 and 7.2).  These were concentrated in the area off 
Gwennap Head and the Runnel stone reef where the Seawatch Southwest 
project records all shark sightings from July ï October in 2007, 2008 and 2009. 
This project is planning on recording all marine megafauna in July - October 
daylight hours up until 2011 using constant effort methodology 
(http://www.seawatch-sw.org/). 
 

 
 

Figure 8. Effort-based recording involves discipline, and often hours spent 
observing little or nothing. �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����µ�]�H�U�R���F�R�X�Q�W�V�¶���D�U�H���D�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���D�V��
�F�R�X�Q�W�V���R�I���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V�����D�V���L�W���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H���S�H�U�L�R�G�V���Z�K�H�Q���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���D�U�H�Q�¶�W���D�W��
surface waters. This then puts the species records into temporal 
perspective. This is a picture of John Galpin who observes sharks from his 
house on the west coast of the Isle of Man.  

http://www.seawatch-sw.org/

